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Introduction 



Indeed, all praise is for Allah; we praise Him, repent to Him, and 
seek His forgiveness and help. We seek refuge in Allah from the 
evil of our own selves and of our wicked deeds. Whomsoever 
Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomsoever Allah leads 
astray, none can guide. And I bear witness that none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah alone, and He has no partner; and I 
bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. 

Allah St has sent Prophet Muhammad gasa mercy not just to 
mankind, but to the world of jinns as well. Allah SI said: 






"And We have sent you (O Muhammad) not but as a mercy for 
the Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)." (Qur'an 21:107) 

Mercy is clemency and forbearance; mercy is the disposition to 
forgive or show compassion; mercy means a favor or a blessing; 
mercy further denotes the qualities of kindness, sympathy, 
generosity, and beneficence. Suffice is to say all of these 
qualities were present in abundance in the character of the 
Prophet J||. 

He sit was a mercy not just to believers, but to disbelievers as well, 
for he would invite them to come out of darkness and into the 
light of true guidance. Allah M said: 
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“Say (O Muhammad si|) ; "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you 
all as the Messenger of Allah - to Whom belongs the dominion of 
the heavens and the earth . La ilaha ilia Huwa ( none has the right 
to be worshipped but He) . It is He Who gives life and causes 
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad sg §), 
the Prophet who can neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad 0) 
who believes in Allah and His Words [(this Qur'an), the Taurat 
(Torah) and the Injil (Gospel) and also Allah's Word : "Be!" - 
and he was, i.e. 'lesa (Jesus) son of Maryam (Mary)], and follow 
him so that you may be guided." (Qur'an 7:158) 



And in another verse, Allah M said: 

S ), S S’ ^ / / 'y A */ S y. S Iti ** / ^ /’SS S’ S ~*S & s' / » ^ > 

yii LUi tiiiH Li 



\iyijAA* (i li \j)j ili 






"And (remember) when We sent towards you (Muhammad sgs) 
Nafran (three to ten persons) ofthejinns, (quietly) listening to 
the Qur'an, when they stood in the presence thereof, they said: 
"Listen in silence!" And when it was finished, they returned to 
their people, as warners." (Qur'an 46:29) 



That Prophet Muhammad s|§ is a favor and blessing for mankind 
is clearly stated in this Verse: 



^..fd) \ y* cL-oc i) ajM -lil J 

Sa ot o ) [j “UA=^Jtj dlllXjt 
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" Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He 
sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad sgi) from among 
themselves, reciting unto them His Verses (the Qur'an), and 
purifying them (from sins by their following him), and 
instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah 
[the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet sit (i.e. his legal 
ways, statements, acts of worship, etc.)], while before that they 
had been in manifest error.'' (Qur'an 3:164) 

The Prophet s|§ was a favor and blessing not just for Arabs, the 
people among whom he was sent, but for people of all races and 
colors. In a speech he gave during his Farewell Pilgrimage, the 
Prophet sit said, 

V vf tl>-i j or j ijUi j °JZj Si >il)i \$ u» 

"O people, your Lord is One, and your father is one (i.e., 
Adam) . Lo! An Arab is not superior to a non-Arab, a non-Arab is 
not superior to an Arab, a red-skinned person is not superior to a 
black-skinned person, and a black-skinned person is not superior 
to a red-skinned person - except through At-Taqwa (piety, 
righteousness, fear of Allah) ." [1] 

While today's non-Muslims acknowledge that Islam spread with 
lightning-like speed throughout the Arabian Peninsula — and 
beyond — many among them refuse to honestly investigate the 
reasons why. Prejudiced beyond reason — through their 

Musnad Ahmad with the numbering of Al-Banna (12/ 226). Commenting on the 
level of authenticity of this narration, Al-Haithami wrote in Mujma' Az-Zawdid 
(3/266), "Ahmad related it, and all of the men in its chain (i.e., all of the 
narrators) are men of As-Sahih (i.e., are men who were so trustworthy that 
their narrations were related in As-Sahih - Sahih Bukhari or Sahih Muslim). 
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upbringing and the lies they hear and read about in all forms of 
media — many non-Muslims attribute the rapid spread of Islam 
in the 6 th century to utterly false causes: primarily, the sword and 
tribal loyalties. To be sure, the Prophet could not have gained 
many converts by the sword, since, throughout most of his life, he 
was either persecuted or led armies that were inferior in size and 
arms to the armies of enemy forces. And tribal loyalties played a 
role not in bringing people to Islam, but in turning them away 
from it, since the vast majority of people from the Prophet's tribe 
initially — and for many years afterwards — rejected his message. 

Then what was the reason why so many people embraced Islam 
so quickly? Well, the reasons are many, one of the main ones 
being that the Prophet m came with the truth, the truth being 
something that is appealing to the hearts of, if not most, then at 
least a good many men. 

Another reason — and it is one that is very pertinent to the 
subject-matter of this book — is the noble qualities with which 
Allah H blessed the Prophet jS§. If one were to study in detail the 
Prophet's biography, one would find numerous examples of men 
who embraced Islam because they were impressed by at least one 
of the many noble characteristics of the Prophet i®§ — such as his 
generosity, forbearance, kindness, compassion, gentleness, 
patience, humbleness, justice, mercy, bravery, or strength. 

His staunchest enemies became his closest followers when the 
cloud of blind prejudice was removed from their sight, and when 
they were able, for the very first time, to see with clarity the true 
nature of the Prophet's character. Thumamah ibn Uthal 4®, 
having been forgiven by the Prophet |j§, expressed a sentiment 
that was shared by many other former enemies of Islam. He 4® 
said to the Prophet j|§. 



.Xib i ^ I (jA*j I <c>- j [ jjs j S I o IS U !4il j» 
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l) IS" La \ AS ^jdJl d-ho li c cLho t^l 

(f^Jl i_^>-l iidlj t i]jL 5JI jIj ^ja 

"By Allah, throughout the entire earth, no face was more 
despised by me than your face; and yet now your face has become 
the most beloved of faces to me. By Allah, throughout the entire 
earth, no religion was more despised by me than your Religion; 
and yet now your Religion is the most beloved of all religions to 
me. By Allah, throughout the entire earth, no land was more 
despised by me than your land; and yet now your land is the most 
beloved of all lands to me. 11 

While Thumamah 4 ® was deeply affected by the Prophet's 
forgiveness, to the point that it led to his entry into the fold of 
Islam, Mu'awiyah ibn Al-Hakam 4& was moved by the Prophet's 
gentleness and by his kind way of teaching others. So moved, in 
fact, was Mu'awiyah 4® that he said, "May my father and mother 
be sacrificed for him; neither before nor after his time have I met 
anyone who teaches better than he does. By Allah, he neither 
cursed me, nor hit me, nor frowned at me."^ A Bedouin was 
similarly moved when, due to his ignorance and uncultured 
habits, he made the mistake of urinating in the Masjid. While 
others reproached him, the Prophet sg§ was gentle with him, all the 
while making it clear to him why his act of urinating in the Masjid 
was wrong. The Bedouin then exclaimed, "O Allah, have mercy on 
me and on Muhammad s|§, and do not have mercy on anyone 
other than us." The Prophet s|§ then pointed out that it was wrong 
of him to limit Allah's mercy to just two people, since Allah's 
mercy is vast and encompasses all things. The Prophet said. 




m Bukhari (4372) and Muslim (1764). 
[2] Muslim (537). 
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“Verily , you have made narrow that which is wide and vast . ,,[ 1] 



Later on during the Prophet's lifetime, the last holdouts from the 
Quraish were deeply moved by the Prophet's forgiveness and 
generosity. These were people who had shown enmity towards 
the Prophet sp for many years. In spite of their past evils, and in 
spite of the fact that the Muslims did not need their help — for 
Islam by that time had many adherents — the Prophet sp not only 
forgave them, but acted generously towards them as well. For 
example, the Prophet sp gave one-hundred sheep to Safwan ibn 
Umayyah, one of the bitterest foes of Islam. Then during the same 
meeting the Prophet ip gave him one-hundred more sheep; and 
then he sp gave him yet another one-hundred sheep. At the time, 
Safwan was a polytheist, but he was so moved by the Prophet's 
generosity that he embraced Islam. He later said. 



t Co UHjJ 



U !4ilj 



" May my father and mother he sacrificed for him ; by Allah I have 
never seen a better teacher or better teachings before or since; he 
did not rebuke me, hit me or revile 



LJ 1 V d \j l lilP I L 4J0 I J jd » j ^y lL> I jjlJ ! 4JJ I j )' 
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“By Allah, the Messenger of Allah sp gave me a great deal, and 
that at a time when he was the most despised of people to me . He 
then continued to give me more and more until he became the 
most beloved of people to 



111 Bukhari (6010). 

[2] Muslim (537) 

[3] Muslim (2313). 
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On another occasion the Prophet's generosity led to positive 
results for an entire tribe. For while a man from a foreign tribe was 
in his company, the Prophet %, gave him a quantity of sheep that 
filled the entire valley that separated two mountains. The man 
then returned to his people and said, 

8 43 ill I '<■ li sxj I (j la i 1 h # 

"O my people, embrace Islam, for Muhammad gives like one who 

has no fear of poverty ." [1] 

On yet another occasion, almost an entire tribe embraced Islam as 
a result of the Prophet's generosity and forgiveness. That story 
began when a man went to the Prophet j|§, intending to 
assassinate him with his sword. Allah St not only protected the 
Prophet sit from the man's plot, but also, in the end, gave the 
Prophet 3§§ the upper hand over him, so that he could have killed 
him had he wished. But instead the Prophet j|§ forgave him,' 2 ' an 
act of mercy that had such a profound impact on the man's heart 
that he embraced Islam. What is more, he went back to his people 
and conveyed to them the Prophet's message; only a short while 
passed before a great many of his fellow tribesmen accepted his 
invitation and became Muslims.' 3 ^ 

The Prophet's message was universal; the truth he conveyed and 
the character he displayed appealed not only to polytheistic 
Arabs, but to Jews and Christians as well. When the Prophet j|§ 
first arrived in Al-Madinah, he was visited by the famous Jewish 
scholar 'Abdullah ibn Salam. 'Abdullah later recounted his 
first encounter with the Prophet j|§: "I went to where the people 
[of Al-Madinah] were gathered, so that I could see [the 



111 Muslim (2312). 

^ Bukhari (along with Ibn Hajar's Al-Fath — 2/ 96, 97) ( Hadith number: 2910), 
and Muslim (4/1786) ( Hadith number: 834). 

131 Fathul-Bari, by Ibn Hajr (7/428), and Sharh An-Nawawi (15/44). 




